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Mr. E. A. Smith on Volutharpa Perryi. 347 
XLVIII .--2Votes on Volutharpa Perryi. 
By EDGAR A. SMITm 
THE British Museum has recently obtained two specimens of 
Volut£ar2a Perr~]i~ collected by Mr. H. Pryer at the Loo-Choo 
Islands. Only two brief notices of the animal of this species 
have been published, by Troschel* and Dankert. The latter's 
account reads almost like a latin translation of the description 
of V. a~2ullacea given by A. Adams :~. Trosehel more par- 
ticularly describes the odontophore and notes (erroneously ?) 
the absence of an operculum. :From an examination of the 
two specimens at hand I have drawn up the following 
description. 
Tile animal (in spirit) is of a pale orange colour, copiously 
mottled with black on the head, tentacles, iphon, and upper 
are about the same as in B. undatum. The odontophore, 
which I have examined, does not quite correspond with the 
figure given by Trosehel. The central teeth havesix similar 
dentations, but the lateral plates are more regular than those 
depicted in his work; those on one side constantly have 
five dentations, those on the other six. The outside tooth is 
the largest, the innermost the next in size, the rest gradually 
diminishing, so that the fourth on the one plate and the fihh 
on the other, or, in other words, those next to the lane  outer 
teeth, are the smallest. 
The most remarkable point in connexion with this species 
is the minuteness of the operculum, which has only a diam- 
eter of 1¼ millim. It  is oval, very thick for its size, and 
externally appears to consist of four or five concentric layers. 
The under surface is excavated and irregular, but exhibits to 
some extent a concentric character of growth. 
Troschel states that his specimen was without an opercu- 
lum; but it seems to me quite possible that he may either 
have overlooked it on account of its minuteness, or it may 
have been knocked off, as is the ease in one of the two speci- 
mens under examination. Its former presence, however, is 
* ' Das Gebiss der Schnecken,' vol. ii. p. 72, pl. vi. fig. 14. 
J- Index Mollusc. Japon. p. 33. 
:~ Ann. & Mag. Nat,Hist. 1860, vol. vi. p. 109. 
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348 Mr. F. P. Paseoe on new Curculionidce. 
indicated by the very small opereuligerous disk on the upper 
surface of the hind part of the foot. 
Dall ~ has shown that with regard to IT. am_pullacea, n 
allied form from the Ochotsk Sea, &c., the operculum is 
indifferently present or wanting. It may therefore be tile 
same with the present form. 
The shell of this species differs from that of V. ampnUacea 
in several points. It is usually thinner, has a deeper siphonal 
notch, a more acuminate spire, a non-canaliculate suture, and a 
more velvety epidermis; and adult specimens are usually 
larger than any examples of V. ampullacea that I have ever 
seen. The largest specimen in the Museum is 53 millim. 
long, whilst the finest example of the Oehotsk species has 
only a length of 46. The record of this species at Loo-Choo 
is interesting, as showing how far south species essentially of 
boreal type may be expected to extend. 
XLIX.--Descriptlons of somenew Genera and Species of Cur- 
cuhonidce, mostly Asiatic.--Part IV. By FRANCIS P. 
PASCOE, F.L.S. &c. 
:BRA CHYDERIN~. 
Dermatodes mirandus. 
OTtORHYNCIIIN.~, 
Episomus gemmeus. 
uniformis. 
laticollis. 
HYLOBIIN.~. 
Hylobius arrogans. 
- -  desuetus. 
pamilus. 
- -  clathratus. 
Dirodes, n. g. 
russatu8. 
~OLYTIN.~. 
Euthycus incisus. 
TANYB, ttYNCHIN~, 
Exmtoderes, n. g. 
scabripennis. 
.~t_LCIDINAil. 
Alcides galhs. 
- -  tetaaicus. 
- -  censorius. 
vestitus. 
- -  nitidus. 
geminatus. 
Oberthiirii. 
collaris. 
~ARIDIN2E. 
Baris c~elestis. 
- -  eburifera. 
Acythopeus genuinus. 
funereus. 
Lystrus longimanus. 
* American Journ. Conch. vol. vii. p. 105. 
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 []
 at
 00
:11
 15
 M
ay
 20
15
 
